
Writing For Pleasure principle in focus  
Teaching the writing processes 

 
Description of the principle 
Effective writing teachers give direct instruction in the different components of 
the writing process (how to generate an idea, plan, draft, revise, edit, publish). 
They scaffold children’s understanding of these processes through 
demonstration, discussion, modelling and sharing exemplars which they have 
written themselves. The ultimate aim is for children to relinquish their 
dependence on this scaffolding and develop their preferred writing process. 
 

What Writing For Pleasure teachers do 
● Teachers give direct instruction in strategies for engaging in the 

different components of the writing process (how to generate an idea, 
plan, draft, revise, edit, publish). They scaffold children’s 
understanding of these processes through demonstration, resources, 
displays, discussion, sharing self-written exemplars and also techniques 
children have used themselves. 

● Children are made to feel very knowledgeable about the writing 
process and confident in navigating it on their own. One way in which teachers show commitment to 
helping their children achieve independence is to allow them to develop and use a writing process which 
suits them best and to write at a pace which enables them to produce their best writing. 

● Children are able to use the writing processes recursively and are not tied to a linear model. 
 

Questions to consider 
● Do you explicitly model, teach and provide resources and use displays to aid children’s understanding and 

competency of all of the following writing processes: idea generation, planning, drafting, revising, editing 
and importantly publishing? 

● Do you ensure children know the class project’s ultimate goal before splitting it up into ‘chunks’ or 
sub-process goals? 

● Do you build on what children already know and have practiced to increase their levels of independence 
and personal mastery of the writing processes? 

● Do you provide writerly advice and strategies during the lesson that are clearly linked to any 
process-writing goal set? 

● Do you check that children know which writing-process they have undertaken in the lesson and what 
process will likely come next? 

● Once experienced enough, do you allow children more freedom to personalise their approach and to 
choose the pace in which they complete the different writing processes? 

 
 
Why not share an example of your own writing practice? Visit: writing4pleasure.com  
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