
Writing For Pleasure principle in focus  
Teach daily mini-lessons   

 
Description of the principle 
Feeling you can write well on your own is really 
important to children, and while all children need 
guidance, advice and individual instruction, they also 
need to be taught self-regulating strategies through daily 
mini-lessons. These lessons should focus on how to 
generate ideas, use planners and checklists, or what to 
look for when improving and revising a draft. They also 
need ready access to resources for editing and 
publishing. Self-regulating writers work independently to 
a large extent, freeing their teacher to conference with 
individuals or small groups. 

What Writing For Pleasure teachers do 
● Children learn numerous strategies and techniques that they could employ independently. They are 

taught strategies for managing every part of the writing process and they know how to use them across 
all class and personal writing projects. 

● Self-regulation strategies and resources are introduced carefully and given dedicated instructional time. 
In mini-lessons, teachers will illustrate the benefit of a writing strategy or resource with personal 
reference to their own experience as a writer, before modelling and encouraging the children to use it 
that day if possible. The strategies and techniques are offered in the spirit of a fellow writer sharing their 
own writerly knowledge and their ‘tricks’. 

● Teachers make use of their working walls for ‘advertising’ and sharing self-regulation strategies taught in 

previous mini-lessons. 

 
Questions to consider 

● Do you develop and share your own writerly knowledge and strategies by being a writer-teacher? 
● Do you develop children’s writerly knowledge? 
● Do you discuss the benefits of a writing strategy or resource? 
● Do you model, encourage and then review children’s use of self-regulated development strategies to 

write independently? 
● Do you ensure children have access to resources that will aid them in being more self-regulating? 
● Once experienced enough, do you encourage children to personalise the way they plan, draft, revise, edit 

and publish their writing and share their techniques with the rest of the class? 
 
Why not share an example of your own writing practice? Visit: writing4pleasure.com  
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