
Writing For Pleasure principle in focus  
Reassuringly consistent 

 

Description of the principle 
Good classroom organisation is absolutely 
vital as it facilitates learning, ensures focus 
and builds writing confidence. It also saves 
time – time that can be used beneficially by 
the teacher and the children. Resources will 
be visible and consistent across classes and 
the whole school and will communicate 
strategies clearly. Children need the 
reassurance of knowing how a writing 
lesson is expected to proceed.  
 
A routine of mini-lesson, writing time and 
class sharing is the most effective routine 
teachers can adopt. A mini- lesson is a short 
instruction on an aspect of writing which is likely to be useful to the children during that day’s writing. During 
writing time, teachers conference with groups or individuals. A well-organised classroom ensures children write 
largely independently. For example, children will know the routines for working on class writing projects and that, 
once finished for the day, they may concentrate on their personal projects. 
 

What Writing For Pleasure teachers do 
● Teachers show excellent classroom organisation and behaviour management. There is a strong emphasis 

on routines, promoting self-regulation, expectations and focused collaborative learning among their 
children. 

● Teachers have a clear routine of mini-lesson (10 to 20 minutes), writing time (30-40 minutes) and class 
sharing/author’s chair (10-15 minutes). 

●  Their mini lessons are a short direct instruction on an aspect of writing which was likely to be useful to 
the children during that day’s writing. 

● Teachers teach from their own craft regularly – sharing their writing ‘tips, tricks and secrets’; 
alternatively, they will share examples from literature taken from the class library. 

● In the class-sharing / author’s chair session, children will share their developing pieces and discuss with 
their peers the writing goals they have achieved that day. 
 

Questions to consider 
● Do you often follow a similar, efficient and easy routine of: mini-lesson, writing time and 

class-share/author’s chair? 
● Do you set manageable time allocations for different parts of the lesson to ensure children undertake the 

act of writing regularly? 
● Do you ensure routines, access to resources and behavioural expectations are clear? 

 
Why not share an example of your own writing practice? Visit: writing4pleasure.com  
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