
Writing For Pleasure principle in focus  
Personal writing projects 

 

Description of the principle 
It is essential that children are given time to write for a sustained period every 
day and to work on both class and personal writing projects. Personal projects 
should be seen as an important part of the writing curriculum since it is here, 
through exercising their own choice of subject, purpose, audience and writing 
process, that they have genuine autonomy and come to understand the true 
function of writing as an empowering and pleasurable activity which they can 
use now and in the future.  Teachers will hold equally high expectations for 
personal writing projects as for class projects. Personal projects  can provide 
the teacher with insights into children’s personalities and help build 
relationships, and can also provide evidence when assessing children’s 
development as independent writers. 
 

What Writing For Pleasure teachers do 
● Teachers understand how essential it is that children are given time to 

write for a sustained period every day and to work on both class and 
personal writing projects. 

● Children are given at least one timetabled hour a week to engage in personal writing projects.  However, 
the teachers also encouraged personal writing to be pursued in little pockets of time throughout the 
week. 

● Children transfer knowledge and skills learnt in class writing projects and use them expertly and 
successfully in their personal ones. 

●  Teachers set up routines where personal writing project books go to and fro between school and home 
every day. This means that children can be in a constant state of composition. 
 

Questions to consider 
● Do you child have a personal writing books? 
● Do you timetable regular and significant time for children to develop personal writing projects? 
● Do you provide children with resources and strategies for generating writing ideas? 
● Do you provide opportunities for children to write in collaboration with their peers on personal writing 

projects? 
● Do you allow children to pursue their personal projects if they’ve finished their class writing goal for that 

lesson? 
● Do you have high expectations and interest in both class and personal writing projects? 
● Do you design your classroom to ensure that children can pursue their personal projects largely 

independently? 
● Do you promote the use of writing journals at school and at home and create links between the two? 
● Are your children encouraged to work on any personal writing projects in any pockets of time available in 

the school day? 
 
Why not share an example of your own writing practice? Visit: writing4pleasure.com  
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