
Writing For Pleasure principle in focus  
Building a community of writers 

 

Description of the principle 
If we want to create life-long writers, then we need to 
teach children in an environment which reflects the way 
writers work. From the first we need to treat children as 
genuine writers, albeit apprentice ones. When writers 
see their teachers as positive, caring and interested in 
their lives, they are more likely to engage in writing at a 
high level of achievement. The classroom should feel like 
a writer’s workshop. The aim of a writing workshop is to 
create a community of writers, in which teachers write 
alongside children and share their own writing practices, 
and children are shown how to talk and present their 
writing to others in a positive and constructive way.  
Children are also seen as participants in determining 
writing projects, as opposed to passive recipients of 
someone else’s choice. The community of writers take part in meaningful practices and writing projects they can 
identify with. Importantly, in a writing workshop, children are involved in actions, discussions and reflections that 
make a difference to how they are taught and undertake their writing. 
 

What Writing For Pleasure teachers do 
● Children see their teachers as extraordinarily positive, caring, strict, fun, calm and interested in their lives 

and development as writers. 
● Their classrooms feel like a rich mixture of creative writers’ workshop but also had the sharp focus of a 

professional publishing house. 
● The teachers support and encourage children to bring and use their own ‘funds of knowledge’ into their 

writing projects, meaning that children can write from a position of strength. 
● Their classrooms are a shared and democratic space. 

● Their children talk of feeling confident and knowing that their teacher wants them to try their best, take 
their time and to focus specifically on making their written pieces the highest quality they could be for 
their future readership. 

 

Questions to consider 
● Do you build safe, caring, positive, passionate and social environments in which to write? 
● Do you ensure children in your class identify themselves as writers rather than as children who are simply 

schooled in producing writing products? 
● Do you ensure children don’t carry the misconception that you can only be a writer if it’s your profession 

or only once you’re older? 
● Do you encourage children to bring their own ‘funds of knowledge’ into the classroom? 
● Do you encourage children to write at home and for them to share it with the class community? 
● Do you use communities and the real-world outside the classroom to support writing undertaken inside 

school? 
● Do children see themselves as participants in determining class writing projects as opposed to passive 

recipients? 
● Are your children involved in actions, discussions and reflections that make a difference to how they are 

taught and undertake their writing? 
● Do you spend time getting to know your pupils as writers including their attitudes towards writing? 

 
 
Why not share an example of your own writing practice? Visit: writing4pleasure.com  

© Ross Young (2019) W: writing4pleasure.com E: literacyforpleasure@gmail.com 


