
Writing For Pleasure principle in focus  
Balancing composition and transcription  

Description of the principle 
Schools often have their own policies for the teaching of 
spelling and handwriting. However, studies emphasise 
that these skills are best learned in the context of a child’s 
purposeful and reader-focused writing. Mini-lessons on 
aspects of transcription take place at the beginning of a 
writing session.  
 
Spelling and punctuation should be largely self-monitored 
as children write, marking their text for items to be 
checked and corrected at the editing stage. Invented 
spellings should be seen as acceptable in the drafting stage, and handwriting skills are best practised when 
publishing a completed piece  with an obvious purpose in mind. Research shows that there is no evidence to link 
the formal teaching of grammar with improvements in children’s writing (Graham & Perin, 2007). Successful 
writing teachers know that if grammar is to be understood in a meaningful way, it must be taught functionally 
and applied and examined in the context of real purposeful writing. Grammar teaching should therefore take 
place within mini-lessons and should, as far as possible, be useful and relevant to the children’s writing that day. 
It’s important that children also have mini-lessons in writing study. This is when strategies and craft knowledge 
for the different writing processes are taught, such as techniques for editing your manuscript, ‘dabbling’ around a 
writing idea or how to develop a character. 
 

What Writing For Pleasure teachers do 
● Teachers focus on giving direct instruction in the ‘generalities’ of good writing. They teach writing lessons 

which will help that day but will also serve children in future writing projects too. 
● They ensure that they teach the right lessons at the right time, with the emphasis on composition at the 

beginning of a writing project and more focus on teaching good transcriptional techniques and strategies 
later. 

● Teachers have high expectations for transcriptional accuracy, spelling and handwriting and want children 
to take pride in their final written products. They encourage children to concentrate on composing their 
piece (or part of their piece) before giving full attention to making it transcriptionally accurate. 

● They allocate specific time for children to focus on revising their pieces prior to editing them. Thus, 
revision and editing have separate and specific status. 

● They also ask children to regularly stop, re-read and share their work with their peers. By re-reading, the 
children have an opportunity to revise and edit their developing pieces as they are progressing. 

● There is a good balance between discussing what the content of the children’s writing projects might be, 
how the writing can be organised and successful, and the explicit teaching of different writing processes. 

● Teachers are very aware that, if grammar was to be understood in a meaningful way, it must be taught 
functionally and applied and examined in the context of real composition. 
 

Questions to consider 
● Do you have high expectations for transcription, spelling, handwriting and teach them through regular 

mini-lessons? 
● Do you encourage children to concentrate on the composition of their piece (process) before placing 

their attention on grammar, linguistic features and conventions (the product)? 
● D you explicitly teach techniques for revising and editing? 
● After drafting, do you allow children time to both edit and revise their pieces? 
● Do you encourage children to regularly re-read and share their work with their peers? 
● Do you teach grammar functionally; always with a view to aid children’s compositions? 
● Do you encourage children to use a variety of strategies for spelling including inventing spellings? 
● Do you provide children with resources and time in which to check invented and unsure spellings before 

publishing? 
● Do you teach handwriting and keyboard skills through the publishing of writing projects? 

 
Why not share an example of your own writing practice? Visit: writing4pleasure.com  

© Ross Young (2019) W: writing4pleasure.com E: literacyforpleasure@gmail.com 


